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vernments, and accordingly sent off from Copenhagen CHAP.
two letters, dated respectively the 19tK and the 20th ^^^
January 1571, of which the one was addressed to 15?L
Elizabeth's minister, William Cecil, the other to the
Regent, the Earl of Lennox. Morton during his
stay in London received the last-mentioned letter,
which he, along with his colleagues, took the liberty
of opening and reading before it was sent to Scot-
land, and thereupon the English Government re-
quested to be made acquainted with its contents.
How he complied with this request he himself
relates in a letter to Lennox, which he did not
venture to send him directly by post, but subse-
quently caused to be conveyed to him by a separate
trusty messenger. " We haid no will/' writes the
Chancellor of Scotland, " the contents of the same
suld be knawin, fearing that sum wordis and mat-
teris mentioned in the same, being dispersit heir as
novellis, suld rather have hinderit nor furtherit our
cause. And thairfor, being desirit at court to shaw
the lettre, we gave to understand that we had sent
the principal away; and deliverit a copie, omittand
sic thingis as ive thocht not meit to be shawin, as zour
Grace may perceave be the like copie, quhilk also we
have sent zou herewith; quhilk ze may comrnunicat
to sic as zour Grace thinkis not expedient to com-
municat the hail contentis of the principal lettre
unto."1 We wonder any one who has paid attention

1 The letter from London, 24th     ready during the  conferences at

March 1571, subscribed by Mor-     York and Westminster, been among

ton, Robert of Dunfermline, and     the  Scotsmen who had followed

James Macgill, is found in Goodall,     Murray as the latter's representa-

ii. 382-383.    The prior, Robert of     tives  or assistants,  and   Macgill

Dunfermline, and the then clerk-     had, at an earlier period, also been

register, James Macgill of Nether     one   of  the participators in the

Rankeillour, had, like Morton, al-     murder of Riccio.